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Mary Ward is a registered dietitian and a professor at Ulster
University, Northern Ireland. Her research focuses on the
health impacts of B-vitamins involved in one-carbon
metabolism and their role in disease prevention across
different life stages, as well as personalized nutrition. She has
published widely and attracted significant funding from
government agencies, charities, and industry. She is also the
President-elect of the Nutrition Society in the UK.

José Ángel Rufián-Henares is a professor at the University of
Granada, Spain, with expertise in food science and
technology. He is a leading researcher in his field, with over
150 publications, including high-impact studies on thermal
processing indicators and their impact on the gut microbiota.
He has also coordinated research projects and evaluated
research proposals for international foundations, the Spanish
government, and the European Commission.

Siân Astley  is a science communication expert with over 14
years of experience in research, food and biotechnology
industries, and the media. She has authored 25 peer-reviewed
papers and 300 science articles. Siân's previous roles include
Communications Manager for NuGO and the Institute of Food
Research. She earned her Diploma in Science Communication
in 2009 from Birkbeck University of London. Currently, Siân
serves as Senior Researcher and Communications Manager
for EuroFIR AISBL, managing research activities,
communications, and training within EU-funded projects.



Fabio Lauria is a researcher at the National Research Council
of Italy, with expertise in molecular biology and nutritional
epidemiology. He is involved in large European studies and
collaborates with international research groups. In the
Stance4Health project, he is responsible for validating
personalized nutrition strategies in an adult population.

Dr. M. Pilar Francino is Head of Genomics and Health-FISABIO
in Valencia, Spain, and a former Research Scientist at the US
Department of Energy Joint Genome Institute. Her research
focuses on the human microbiome and how it is affected by
environmental and lifestyle factors, with the aim of developing
personalized diets, functional foods, and supplements to
improve health. She has led numerous research projects and
published widely.

Klaus G. Grunert is a Professor of Marketing at Aarhus
University, Denmark, and the founder of the MAPP Research
Center. He specializes in consumer behavior research and has
dealt with questions on consumer decision-making, attitudes,
and lifestyle. In the Stance4health project, he was responsible
for consumer studies.

Verónica González-Vigil is the CEO of GSNsoft, a company
that specializes in transferring nutritional knowledge into
software elements for health, education, and research
professionals. She is leading the development of a complex
system of smart personalized nutrition for the Stance4Health
project.



Professor Francisco J. Planes is a principal investigator in the
Computational Biology group at the University of Navarra,
Spain. He develops new algorithms for the analysis of
molecular networks in the context of high-throughput
technologies, mainly in cancer and personalized nutrition. He
has published over 40 scientific articles and participated in 15
research projects, with a focus on identifying therapeutic
strategies and biomarkers. In the context of Stance4Health,
Professor Planes led the development of the food ranking
algorithm based on gut microbiota metabolism.

Samuele Giovando is the coordinator of CRCF Srl, a company
that provides Research and Development activities for
Silvateam group, which has been producing tannins for various
applications since 1857. In the project, CRCF Srl's role is to
produce food-grade tannins that could be used as microbiome
modulators in certain foods or as an ingredient in supplements.
The goal is to develop functional products for food that can be
industrially produced by Silvateam and placed on the market.

Gustavo M. Cancelas is an expert evaluator at H2020 and
Horizon Europe, as well as a senior consultant at Horizon
Results Booster and a business coach. He was formerly a
Professor of Innovation and Entrepreneurship at the University
of Santiago de Compostela (USC) in Spain, and the CEO of
UNINOVA, the business incubator at the USC. Gustavo's
expertise includes spin-off companies based on research
results, financing at early stages, and he has previous
experience in banking and as an R&D manager at a large
industrial firm.



Darius-Aurel Frank is an Assistant Professor at Aarhus
University, holds a PhD in Management and explores leading
questions related to life with technology in the future. He has
presented his work at conferences around the world and in
journals such as Nature Human Behavior. Darius-Aurel led
consumer studies in the Stance4Health project on the optimal
design and acceptance of personalized healthy eating services.

Kai Hermsen is a co-founder at twinds and the coordinator of
the DRG4FOOD Horizon project. He is an advocate for "trust in
tech" and is building the twinds foundation to establish open-
source "disposable identities" for building trust online. Kai has
advised and coached different organizations on digital trust
and cybersecurity, including leading the "Charter of Trust"
initiative at Siemens. He is passionate about finding balance in
life as a father of two.

Konstantinos Douros is a professor in Paediatrics and
Pediatric Pulmonology at the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens. He is focused on pediatric allergy and
pulmonology and has taken part in the Stance4Health project
since its beginning. Konstantinos recruits children and
coordinates field researchers in Athens.

Dr. Alie de Boer is an Assistant Professor in nutrition and food
information at Maastricht University in the Netherlands. Her
research interests include the role, use, and effect of scientific
evidence in food-related policies and legislation. She aims to
contribute to improving our understanding of how consumers
can best be informed about foods, especially when it comes to
new (technological) food developments.



Sascha Rohn is a full professor for Food Chemistry at
Technische Universität Berlin since October 2020, holds a
Ph.D. in Food Chemistry from the University of Potsdam,
Germany. His research focuses on the analysis of bioactive
food compounds, identifying degradation products, and
exploring their use as quality parameters and process markers
during food/feed processing. He has published over 300
articles and regularly reviews scientific manuscripts for over 30
well-known journals. In addition to his academic work, he
became director of the Institute for Food and Environmental
Research in Potsdam in April 2015, a non-profit organization
conducting applied research for the food industry and the
preservation of the environment. He is also a member of the
board of the German Nutrition Society since October 2022.


